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Abstract 

This paper examines the impact that the personal and socio-economic issues of families have on boy and girl 
child in their development of talents in creative activities such as painting and drawing. The study targeted 120 
pupils aged 9 to 14 years, of class 4 to 7, in 12 primary schools, 60 parents of the selected children and 24 
teachers of arts and craft in the selected schools in Eldoret Municipality. The schools selected were categorised 
into classes: A (high cost), B (middle class), and C (lower class). The data was collected by the use of 
questionnaires and analysed by the use of frequencies, percentages and Kruskaal-Wallis. The findings showed 
there are a lot of "hidden" potential talents in the area of arts and craft among the children. The, however, 
revealed that some cultural factors inhibit the development of creative talents in painting and drawing especially 
among girls. Finally the study also showed that socio-economic status has no strong influence on the creative 
talents of a child.  The study recommended that the government should have strong policy on parenting where 
by curriculum should be set for teaching parenting as a subject on its own. The study contributes resourceful 
knowledge on the role the family plays in influencing the creative abilities of children in art, specifically 
painting and drawing. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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INTRODUCTION  
Creat ivi ty is  a famil iar ,  yet  oddl y el usive  
con cept .  Fontana  (1988),  Weisberg (1986), 
Freeman (1964)  and Han seysen ck (1995)  
a l l  define cr eat ivi t y as th e abi l i t y to  
gen era te fluent  and  novel  ways of tackl ing 
problems and of organ iza tiona l  mater ia l. 
For  the purpose of th is  paper , cr ea t ivi ty is  
taken  to mean th e way a ch i l d can  produce  
an  extr aord inary work  such  as in  pain t ing 
that  i s qui te at tract ive and  appea l in g to 
other  people a round h im.  Win zer  (1989) 
notes th a t  societ y has a lwa ys  been  
in ter ested  in  th ose wh o achieve very 
h i ghly.  She asser t s  fur ther  th at  such  people  
a r e label led as geniuses.  In  1920,  th e t erm 
‘ ta len ted’  came in to use in  edu cat iona l 
ci r cles.  I t  i s  on l y r ecent ly tha t  th e words 
ta len ted and  cr ea tivi t y came in to use.   
 
Ca l lan  et  al .  (al l  ci ted  in  Winzer,  1989) 
observe th at  through out  h istory,  geniuses,  
and  ta len ted  ch i l dr en  had  a lways been  
termed madmen  an d mischievous.  Th is is 
possibl y t rue an d could st i l l  be happen ing 
with in  our  midst .  Chi ldr en  with  cer tain  
d ivergent  beh aviour s t en d to behave  
d iffer ent l y.  They depar t  from the accepted  
norms of th e societ y.  The moment  one 
th inks cr i t ica lly from the accepted  norms 
of th e societ y,  he woul d look odd.  This is  

wh at  happens with  th ese talen t ed  ch i ldr en 
with  cr ea t ive abi l i t ies.  I t  i s  the view of  
th is  paper  tha t  such  ch i ldr en  h ave fi r st  of  
a l l  d ivergen t  th inking  about  issues,  from 
th e accept ed norms of the societ y.  These 
ch i ldr en  ar e curious;  they ask ver y man y 
quest i on s and  ar e outsp ok en.  Th ey do n ot  
con form;  they l ook r ad ical ,  ar e per sisten t, 
a t tempt  wha t  people th ink  impossibl e;  they 
do not  compromise on  cer ta in  issues,  an d 
a r e br ave an d alwa ys ba ffled  by wha t  is 
a round them.  Th ese and  man y oth er  
character ist ics tend to look odd,  which 
peopl e,  especia l ly famil ies,  may n ot  
compreh en d.  
 
No n a t ion  can  devel op with out  t r ying  an d 
mapping  out  which  kn owledg e and  ski l ls  
a r e necessa ry for  her  devel opmen t .  Most  
n at ions spend bi l l ions of money an d a  lot  
of t ime in  th e devel opment  of  par t icu lar  
sk i l ls  an d kn owl edge  tha t  ar e h igh ly 
n eeded for  economic an d social  
devel opmen t .  Ken ya  spends n ear ly 38% of 
h er  tota l  budget  on  educat ion .  Much  of th e 
money goes t o the sa lary of i t s  teach ers 
and l it t le is  spent on  oth er  h ighly needed 
sk i l ls  especia l l y ta len ts disp layed by 
chi ldr en  ver y ear l y in  th eir  growth  in  ar eas 
l ike ar ts  and cr a ft .  People a r e the na tura l 
r esource tha t  any coun try can  be proud of.  
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Wh at is  always impor tan t  is  the wa y a  
nat ion  sets  i t s  ob ject ives on  how to  
devel op var ious  talen ts possessed  by i ts  
people i n  var ious fi elds su ch  as a r ts  and 
cr aft .   
 
Howe (1990) n ote s th at  th ose except i ona l 
abi l i t ies in  ar eas l ike ar ts  and  craft  p rovide  
one of the most  va luable of a l l  mankind 's 
r esources.  He fur ther  contends tha t  only 
few na t ion s have devel oped an d ar t iculated  
systemat ic p ol icies tha t  ar e designed to  
help  ch ildr en  with  except i ona l  abi l i ties in  
such  a r eas of ar ts  an d cr aft .  South  Afr ica  
is  on e of th ose few countr ies in Afr ica  tha t 
has developed a p ol icy for  ta len ted  
ch i ldr en  in  a r eas l ike pain t in g and  drawing 
and  even  establ ished a  depar tmen t  of  
ta len ted ch i ldr en  in  the Ministry of  
Educa t ion .  A degree programme a t 
undergradua te level  for  talen ted  ch ildr en  
in  cr ea tive tal en ts is  a lso offer ed  i n  
Uni ver si t y of  South  Afr ica.  Such  pol icy  
has not  yet  been  establ ish ed  in  Ken ya .  
Al th ough  th ere ar e many organ iza t ions 
dea l ing  with  educat ion  of ch i ldr en , most  
people st i l l  tend  t o th ink  tha t  i t  i s  the sole  
r espon sibi l i t y of the g overn ment  to 
devel op in dividua l  talen ts.  The col onia l 
system ten ded to make people th ink  tha t  i t 
was th e pr erogat i ve of th e governmen t to 
devel op human manpower . 
 
Coun tr ies l ike Russia ,  Isr ael ,  Sweden  and 
som e ot her  advanced n at ion s place h igh  
hopes on  in dividua l  famili es for  the 
upbrin ging  of ch i ldr en .  Where th ey not ice  
th ose famil ies may not  do wel l  in  h elp ing 
such  talen ts,  inst i tut ion s ar e bui l t  
specifi ca l l y t o nur tur e these ta len ts to 
come out .  Bron Fen Brenner  (1970) 
observes tha t  Sovi et  books on  upbr inging 
of ch i ldr en are widel y read and  taken  
ser iousl y by parents and teach er s.  Th is is 
where th e government  comes in  wi th  
parent in g pol icies which  look a t  th e way 
chi ldr en  a re r ear ed to devel op  their  
cr ea t ive ta len ts in  such  ar eas l ike a r ts and 
cr aft .  Do we have  an y l i ter at ur e in  Ken ya  
on  chi ld  upbr in gin g? If so h ow wid el y i s  i t  
r ead? How much t ime do famil ies spend on  
r eading  such  type of l i ter a tur e i f i t  i s 
th er e? These issues  poin t  to famil y in terest  
in  ar eas of ta len ts of t heir  ch i ldr en.  
 
Precocious Artists  
Evidence from d evel op ed coun tr ies has 
shown th at  most  of t he ch i ld prodigies 
show th eir  ta len ts in  such  ar eas l ike 
pain t ing  an d drawing as ear ly as a t  th e age  

of t wo year s.   I t i s  possibl e that  we h ave a 
lot  of th ese talen ts amongst  our  ch ildr en 
but  we h ave n ot  r ea l ized  th is . Radford 
(1990) observes th at  in  an y of th e ar ts , 
ta len ts  can  and  perhaps most  often  do sh ow 
th emselves ea r l y.  He fur th er  l i s t s  the most  
promin en t  classica l  composer s who began 
composin g a t  th e age of  four  years.  He 
sin gles out  Mal la is  wh o began  comp osin g 
a t  the age four ,  fascin ated  by th e mil itary 
music at  the barracks i n  h is  own vi l lage 
and th e folk  son gs of the loca l  peopl e.  
Guldestei n  h ad pl ayed  publ ic concert  in 
Oddesa a t  th e age of five.  The most  famous 
of the musi cal  prodigies was n o d ou bt  
Mozart .  
 
Nadia  at  th e age of thr ee an d a ha lf years 
d ispla yed  extr aordin ary abi l i t y in  drawin g. 
Sir  Alfr ed Mannin gs,  th e former  pr esi dent 
of the Royal  Academy is  sa id by h is 
bi ographer  to h ave made h is fi rst  sa les of  
dr awin gs at  the age of six year s.  Th e 
abi l i t y of Mal la is was not iced  a t  the age of  
six  year s an d en tered  th e Roya l  Academ y 
Sch ool  at  th e age of eleven  year s.  An oth er  
prodigy was Wan g Yani  wh o,  wh en  in 
London at  the age of eleven ,  had a por t 
fol i o of more than 4,000 pa in t ings in  water  
col our  and  toured China,  Japan  and  West  
German y,  havin g sta r ted  pain ting  a t  th e 
age of  2  year s (Radford ,  1990).  It  i s  
poin ted out  tha t  Picasso sta r ted paint in g 
before he star ted walk ing  (Radford ,  1990). 
 
In  Nairobi ,  th e Times Magaz in e (1977, 
Decem ber  4) ,  i t  i s  noted  tha t  Char les 
Bwire a t  the age of four  year s in  h is 
Buda lan 'gi  Vi l lage was a ble t o draw usin g 
h is fin ger s in  th e dusty ground which 
a t tr acted people in  the wh ol e vi l lage to 
come and admire h is  dr awings.  Th e 
magazine also si ngl es out  Sen koot o who at  
th e age of ten  won the fi r st an d secon d 
pr ize a t  the ESSO Pa in t ings compet i t ion  in 
Kampala.  In  the East  Afr ican  Stan dard 
(2000,  October  27) ,  i t  was r eported  th at 
Gamar  Omar  of Burh ania Nur sery School  
emer ged  a  winn er  in  th e five t o seven  
year s categ or y of the Kenya  ar ts 
compet i t ion .  Gamar was only fi ve year s.  
Th e Dai ly Nat ion  (2000,  Sept ember  7)  
r epor ts  that  a  master  Kevin  Omon di  aged 
th i r teen  year s from Jack  and  Ji l l  school  
won 150 poun ds (Ksh  16,950) in  an 
In tern at ional  compet i t ion  in  ar ts .  Oth ers 
a r e Asike Oguta,  Stephen Matei  an d Paul 
Odeya  al l  fr om Budala  Pr imary school ,  
aged  bet ween fi ve to eigh t  years ,  won 
var ious pr izes in  na t ion al  Kiwi  Ar ts an d 
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Craft  compet i t ion  of 2001.  Also,  Edwin  
Akom be,  Justus Ogombo an d Reuben 
Onyango aged  n in e-twelve year s won 
var ious pr izes in  Kiwi  Nat iona l 
compet i t ion  of a r ts  an d cr a ft .  Another  
per son  was On yan go Ndalo from Sia ya  who 
began  pain t ing  in  h is  home a r ea  around 
Ukwala  a t  the age of fi ve year s .  He h ad 
becom e a r enowned per sona l i ty in  pain t ing 
and  drawing.  Th ese a re th e examples of the 
ear ly talen ts in  pain t ing  an d drawing. 
Al th ough  these r epor ts sh ow th at  th ese  
ta len ts could  em erge as ea r ly as p ossi bl e,  
th ey d o n ot  i l lust ra te th e role th at family 
soci o-econ omic fa ctor s pla y in  h elp ing 
th ese talen ts to emerge.   
 
Critical Factors that Influence a Child’s 
Creativity 
There are various studies that had been carried 
out on creative talents of children in this 
country, but none focuses on the family, as a 
strong agent that can influence creativity in 
children yet the role the family plays is very 
important in nurturing children's creativity. 
Most of the studies have tended to focus on 
other factors such as being handicapped, 
mentally retarded, child abuse, child neglect, 
child rejection, sexual abuse, rather than 
creativity. Yet the issue of 'identifying creative 
talents is so current that on the Kenya 
Broadcasting Corporation  Mbotela (2001) has 
been very emphatic that the country does not 
appreciate, recognise, identify and develop 
creative talents that exist in the country.  
 
Majority of the families still look at academics 
as much superior and valuable to natural talents 
that a child has. Some people argue that formal 
schooling as found in most countries may be 
the only best type of education to bring about 
rapid economic growth. Therefore, this has 
tended to make both families and policy makers 
invest heavily in academic work rather than 
artistic areas. By concentrating on academics 
and ignoring creative talents in areas such as 
painting and drawing, the country has 
continued wasting what would have been 
creative and talented citizens to serve it in 
a r eas d i ffer ent  from th e t r adi t iona l 
professi ons,  such  as teach ing,  medicine, 
cler ica l ,  administrat ive work and  many 
other s.  Th e Jua  Kal i  in dustry h as shown 
that  people have var ious cr ea t ive ta len ts 
that  can  be used  g iven  favourable  
environ ment  and ear ly t r ain ing .  Most  of  
th e in dustr ia l  countr ies have h ad  their  
fame through few people wh o a re ta len ted  
in  ar eas l ike pa in tin g and  dra wing. 
Developing  countr ies h ave tended n ot  t o  

in vest  in  pol icies tha t  en courage 
exploi tat ions of crea t ive ta len ts.  
 
Soc i o-Economic  Status  
In  Ken ya,  i t  i s  widel y thought  tha t  th e 
h omes in  which  parents hold h igh  social  
s ta tus;  the ch i ldr en  from such  homes  
would  go t o school  wi th out  being  coerced.  
I t  i s  also thought that  paren ts from such 
h igh  soci o-econ omic status would easi l y 
in fluence their  ch ildr en ' s  educat ion .  To 
some exten t ,  th is  is  tr ue,  yet  th ere ar e 
cases from highly educa ted  famil ies an d 
th ose r ich  fami l ies wh ere ch i ldr en  have 
r efused to go t o sch ool .  Some of th e 
ch i ldr en  from h igh  soci o-economic sta tus 
h ave been  put  in  h igh -class boardin g 
schools  as ea r ly as n ur sery t o form four .  
Wol f (1964) ,  as ci ted by Bl oom (1981) ,  
observes  th at  the effect s of  home 
environ ment  on  in tel l igen ce an d school  
devel opmen t  of  ta len ts in  Arts and  Craft  i s  
a s a  resul t  o f wh at  pa rents "do" at  home 
r ather  than  wha t  they "ar e"  th at  accounts 
for  th e ch i ld' s  success ful  development  in 
cr eat ivi t y in  ar ts  and cr a ft  in  th e ear ly 
year s.   
 
No n a t ion  can  succeed without  looking  at 
i t s  ch i ldren .  Developed coun tr ies have 
p laced their  pr ior i t ies on  chi ldren  (Dai ly 
Nat ion ,  1996,  August  31).  Bi l l  Cl in ton  in 
h is  pr esiden t ial  campaign  in  h is  last  term 
promised the Americans tha t h is  fi r st 
p r ior ity in  White House  was g oin g to be 
ch i ldr en.  Ken ya  has t r ied i ts  best  by 
set t ing  up var ious educat i on al 
commission s to r ecommen d th e 
d iver si fica t ion  of i t s  educat i on al 
cur r icul um to take ca re of the school  g oin g 
chi ldr en.  These educat i ona l  commissions 
a lwa ys r ecommend var ious sk i l ls an d 
knowl edge  yet  one  st i l l  finds t ha t  these d o 
n ot  sol ve immedia te dr eams of  th e school  
leaver s.  Th is is  an  in dica t ion  that  oth er  
wa ys need  t o be sough t  to h elp  ch i ldr en 
sol ve some of  their  problems.  Blustein  
(1982) observes tha t ch ildr en  should  be 
equipped with  sk i l ls  th at  enable th em to 
ea rn  a  minimum level  of in come without  
st r ess.   
 
Th e st udy expl ored how the home,  an d 
especial l y th e famil y set -up,  plays a  role 
as an  importan t  factor  in  equippin g 
chi ldr en  with  such  ski l ls  using  th eir  
cr eat ive ta len ts in  ar ts  and  cr a ft .  I t  does  
n ot  mat ter  i f th e home is  in  upper  class, 
middle class or  lower class.  Wh at  mat ters 
is  th e roles parents p lay;  not  the sta tus 
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th ey hold in  th e soci et y.  Birger  (1979) 
notes that : 
 
Apparent ly the va lue plac ed  on  educa t ion  
and  academic ach ievement  in  the middle 
class home is  d em onstra ted  among moth er s 
who in ter act  di ffer en t ly with  their  ch ildr en  
in  a teach ing  problem.  Parents '  behavioura l 
choices a r e guided in  part  by h is socia l  
class value sys tem (p .  37) . 
 
Cultural Factors 
Cultures p lay ver y impor tan t r ole in  any 
g iven  soci et y for  a ch i ld' s social iza t ion . 
Toda y,  m ost  of the Th ird Wor ld countr ies ,  
especia l l y in  Africa ,  ar e at  crossroads  
about  t he t ype of cu l tur es they ar e 
supposed  t o fol l ow.  There a r e two groups  
in  Kenya  wh ich  would l ike to fol low bot h  
west ern and  tr adi tiona l cu l tur es.  Th en 
th ere is  another  group which  would l ike  
en t ir el y t o fol low West ern  cul tur es.  The 
biggest  problem th at  faces a  working 
Ken yan  mother  toda y is  fol l owin g of her  
car eer ,  an d doin g i t  wel l  or  doing  her  
car eer  poor ly an d spares her  t ime for  her  
ch i ldr en  or  al terna t ivel y r esign s from her  
car eer  complet el y an d takes up  chi ld 
r ear in g as a car eer .  The working moth er  is 
found in  a gr eat  d ilemma. 
 
Clark (1988) observes t ha t  ever y cu l tur e 
and  ethnic group in st i ls  both  advantages 
and  limit in g att i tudes to the ch i ldr en  
before they en ter  sch ool .  He fur ther  notes  
that  talen ted-ness a t  the h ighest  level  can  
be formed in  ever y sub-cul tura l  level ,  
r acial  or  ethnic group.  However ,  he a rgues 
that  th e in cidences of t alen ted-n ess do  
d iffer  from on e cul tur a l , r acia l,  ethnic 
group to th e other .  Th e main  r eason  given  
is  to mon i tor  h ow a  ch i ld grows and 
devel ops  h i s cr ea t ive ta len ts in  such  ar eas 
as ar ts  an d cra ft .  Th is ,  they a rgue,  can be  
don e wel l  when the parents ar e ful l y a t  
home,  esp ecia l l y the mother s.  In  Ken ya ,  
boys a r e en couraged to go t o school s more  
than  g ir ls .  The ba sic r eason  g iven  is  tha t 
boys ar e th e would-be breadwinn er s and 
heads of homes.  
 
Fogelman and Val lender  (1987) observe  
that  because of  some cul tura l  in fluen ce,  
women have sh ied  away from taking  up 
lucra t ive car eer .  This is  because when th ey 
devel op their  ca r eer s,  th e societ y puts a lot  
of pr essure on  them to be housewi ves and 
not  join  men 's  tr adi t iona l  professi on s.  But  
when  th ey decide t o be ful l  t ime mother s, 
th e societ y does not  apprecia te and  

r ecognize wh at  they d o a s a profession  an d 
th eir  contr ibut ion  is  very much 
undervalued.  One can  become a  fu l l  t ime 
mother  but  her  role in  th e h ome may not  be 
e ffect i ve.  I t  i s  wh at  is  done a t  home that 
wi l l  make th e societ y appreci ate th e role 
that  a mother  plays.  
 
LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 
Th e stud y was l imited  to E ldoret  
Mun ici pa li ty onl y,  to bi ol ogical  parents 
onl y,  and  to primary school children aged 
bet ween nin e to four teen  year s.  Th ere is 
n eed  to ca r ry out  a  more fa r -r each ing  study 
of,  say,  Ken ya ,  ext end  th e influen ce on  
chi ldr en’s cr ea t ivi ty t o tha t  by guardians 
and step-parents as wel l  a s analyse 
cr eat ive d evel opment  in  h igher  sta t ions of  
lea rn in g an d age.  Never th eless,  th e stud y 
provides a fr amework for  ana lyz ing  th e 
role of the family uni t  in  a chi ld’s mental 
growth  and makes a  usefu l  r efer ence for  
governmen ts to come up with  r elevant 
pol ici es on  ch i ld-upbr inging.   
 
MATRERIALS AND METHODS 
The study was conducted in Eldoret Municipality in 
Uasin Gishu County, located at the North Rift Valley 
region of Kenya. Th ere a re 17 Secon dary 
schools,  48  Primary Schools an d 186 
Nur sery school s  in  th is  reg ion .  There ar e 
about  21 ,853 pupi l s in  these pr imary 
schools.  These pr imary sch ools a re a lso 
ca teg or ized accordin g t o the Educat i on al 
Act  of ( GoK,  1968) in to thr ee cl asses:  th e 
h igh  cost ,  middle an d low cost .  It i s from 
th e 48 pr imary sch ools tha t  twel ve schools  
were purposi vel y selected  in  th e 
Mun ici pa li ty because of unique posi t ions 
in  their  va r ious ca tegor ies.  Th e study used  
purposive sampling ,  based  on  the previ ous  
knowl edge  th at  the teach er s had  on  th e 
pupi ls  per formance in  such  ar eas as 
pain t in g p ictures and,  dr awings of p ictur es  
to sel ect  a  sample.  Cer t i fica tes achieved  at  
var ious level s of compet i t ion  such  as 
school  levels,  d ist r ict ,  an d provin cia l , 
n at iona l as wel l  a s sch ool  records of th e 
targeted popula t ion  were a lso  u t i l i sed.  
This also assisted  in  arr ivin g a t  suitabi l i ty 
of pupi ls  to th e sample.  
 
Teach ers of Ar ts an d Crafts  were selected  
accordin g to their  inter ests  and  exper ien ce 
in  the subjects.  Al l  teach er s from Ken yan 
Teach er  Train ing  Col leges (TTC) ar e 
t ra ined  to h andl e Arts and  Crafts  but  n ot  
a l l  have st ron g in terests  an d exper ience t o 
guide such  cr eat ive ta len ts.  Th is was wh y 
th e st udy selected those with  st ron g 
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in ter ests using  purposive sampling.  
Th erefore,  out  of  the twel ve  schools  
selected wi th  st rong in ter est  in  Ar ts and 
Craft ,  two teacher s were sel ect ed  in  each  
school  purposi vel y t o form part  of the 
sample.  Si xty parents were also selected  
r andomly t o r epresent  the paren ts of  the 
selected 120 pupi ls .  Th e main  r esearch  
in strumen ts for  da ta col lect ion  in  th is 
stud y were quest i on na ir es.  Thi s study 
in volved thr ee categor ies of  respondents, 
namel y selected  pupi ls  wh o a r e cr eat ivel y  
ta len ted in pain t ing and  drawin g,  parents 
of the selected  pupi ls  and  the teach er s who 
teach  Ar ts/Crafts  in  the sampled  school s.  
Da ta ana lysi s  was don e usin g descr ip t ive  
stat ist ics.  
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Education Level and Occupation of the 
Parents 
From the fin dings of the stud y,  i t  was  
shown tha t  major i ty of  the paren ts were  
educa ted people with  minimum of pr imary 
educa t ion  and  above.  Th e percentage of the 
parents educa ted a t  'O'  level  and  above was  
82%.  Only a  smal l  percen tage (18%) h ad 
primary edu ca t ion .  Thi s in  essen ce sh ows  
that  major i ty of parents were en l igh ten ed  
people wh o ought  to know what  is 
expected of them when i t  comes to h elp ing 
a  ch il d devel op h is/her  talen ts.  Th ese  
findings of the stud y agree wit h  wha t 
Duroja i ye n ot es in  Terman ' s (1976)  study 
of th e cr ea t ivel y talen ted  ch i ldr en  th at ,  a t 
least  near ly one th ird of the ch i ldr en he 
studied came from professi ona l  parents, 
even  though professiona l  groups 
con st i tuted less than  3% of the popula t ion .   
In  th e findin gs of th is  study,  the cr ea tive  
ch i ldr en  who par ticipated  in  the study 
most l y came from professi ona l  parents who 
formed 59%. Chi ldr en wil l  take paren ts as 
role models and  copy wh at  they see  
a round.  Act ivi t ies th at ar e per formed by  
parents mot ivate ch i ldren  to asp ire higher  
in  th eir cr ea t ive abi l i t i es in  such  ar eas as 
a r ts an d cra ft .  Pr essey (1964) notes tha t 
th e most  st r ikin g th ing  in  ta len t 
devel opment  in  ar ts and  cra ft  i s  the very 
act ive  role the family p lays in  encouraging 
a  ch i ld.  This was a lso shown by the 
findings of the study wh ere 92% of the 
r espon dent s from pupi ls '  quest ionn air e 
showed tha t  th eir  parents l iked  the 
act ivi t ies they did  a t  h ome such  as 
pain t ing/drawing. Th ose who came from 
peasan ts '  famil ies formed a  smal l 
percen tage (10% on ly) .  This shows tha t 
educa t ion  p lays an  importan t  par t in  

guid ing  a ch ild' s cr eativi t y in  potent ia l 
a r eas like pa in t in g and drawin g.  
 
Conditions related to Gender of Children 
This was on e in ter est i ng area  where th e 
study foun d th at  only 39(33%) of th e 
sample popula t ion  were female who were 
ta len ted in  pain tin g an d drawin g.  Var ious 
r easons come in to play here.  This could h e 
because most  peopl e in  the societ y tend  to 
look  a t  boys '  educat ion  as superior  to gi r ls ' 
educat ion .  Winzer  (1989) argues th at  men 
achieve h igh  sta tus an d r ecogn i t ion  more 
fr equen t l y than  women of the same age.  
She goes on  to poin t  that  females have n ot  
been  encouraged t o en ter  those academic 
d iscip l ines an d ca reer s h istor ica l ly 
domin ated by males.  Gir ls  can  per form just  
a s wel l  a s boys,  yet  du e t o th is  st ron g 
cul tur a l  in fluen ce,  boys  ar e g iven  
prefer ence by the societ y in  cr ea t ivi ty 
more than  gir ls .  Ademola  (1989) an d 
Ken ya t ta (1984) n ote tha t  boys a r e g iven  
sk i l ls  mean t  to devel op  th eir  cr ea tive 
ta len ts in  leading and a lso earn ing  a  l ivin g 
for  the famil y.  I t  i s  a ssumed tha t  gir ls  wi l l  
in  future depen d on  boys as wi ves.  In  th is 
case,  th er e would  be no  need of developin g 
g ir ls ' cr ea t ive ta lents.  
 
Cul tura l  influen ce is  st i l l  s t rong in  man y 
parts  of Ken ya  such  as Turkana ,  Samburu, 
Masaai  and Gabra.  A g ir l ' s  educa t ion  is  
seen  as a  mere wa ste of  t ime sin ce she  wil l  
leave t he h ome an d go to an oth er  famil y.  
Ademola (1989) n ot es that  amon g th e 
Sisala  tr ibe in  Ghana ,  gi r ls  ar e g iven  
power ful  ski l ls  on  being  good h ousewi ves  
and  advised  not  t o take  any mascul in e 
r esponsibi l i t ies in  ar ts  an d cra ft .  In  such 
wa ys,  g i r ls become d oci le and  devel op  
dependen ce a t t i tudes.  By so doing ,  societ y 
tends to k i l l  golden  talents l ike paint in g 
and th awin g sk i l ls  tha t g ir ls had.  
 
While wr i t ing  in  the East  Afr ican  St an dard 
(1997,  Ju l y 21) ,  Kihumba  notes th at  in 
Lesot ho,  gi r ls  who would  oth erwise r emain 
a t  home to be wel l  fed and lea rn dut ies of  
good housewi ves ar e taken  to schools  
r ather  th an  boys wh o g o in to the mounta ins 
to look a fter  cat t le.  Th is is  tot al ly a 
d i ffer ent  t r end  compared to wh at  h appens 
in  some cul t ur es in  Afr ica  wh ere gir ls  ar e 
left  beh ind  to t ake care of ch i ldren  as 
maids,  a s boys ar e sen t  to school .  In  some 
of th e Ken yan cul tur es l ike Turkana, 
Samburu an d some of the MijiKen da  tr ibes ,  
i t  i s  bel ieved  tha t  it  i s  th e boy’s ski l ls  tha t 
sh ould be devel op ed sin ce he is  goin g to 
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be the head of th e famil y.  Time has come 
when  g ir ls should  be g iven  equa l  
opp or tuni ty with  boys t o devel op  their  
ta len ts in  such  ar eas as pain t ing and 
drawin g.  Thi s is  mean t  to help them 
devel op such  ski l ls  tha t  wi l l  be usefu l  to  
th em in  future. 
 
Va l len der  (1987) ,  on  th e oth er  hand, 
a rgues that  feminin e va lues ar e quite 
essent ia l  not  only for  th e survival  of the 
r ace but  equa l l y for  the qua l i ty of  
compassion  and ca re,  which  the societ y  
should  be wil l in g to accept .  Th erefore,  i t 
i s  qui te necessa ry tha t the soci et y should  
change i ts  a t t i tudes towards crea t ivi t y i n  
g i r ls '  ar eas such  as pa in t ing  an d drawing. 
Th e sex  of a ch i ld  sh ould not  be a  
fundamenta l  i ssue wh en  lookin g a t  the 
ta len t of the ch i ld.  Reis (1987) n otes tha t 
"such  cr ea t ivel y ta len ted women of  
pain t ing  an d drawing would  l ike t o ex cel  
a lso as wi ves,   per fect  parent s and a 
pr in cipled worker s".  This is  someth ing  tha t 
th e societ y has to r ea l ise  and take in to 
account  in  a  family set -up.  In  a  study 
carr ied out  by Win zer  (198 9),  i t  has been  
found tha t  gir ls  have n ot  been  encouraged 
to en ter  those academic d iscip l ines tha t 
were h istor ical ly domin ated by male.  
Win zer  argues t ha t  even  wh en  they ar e 
wi th in  a ca r eer ,  they ar e often  r ewarded  
inappropr ia tely for  t heir  per formance and 
assessed  by i r r elevant  cr iter ia.  They ar e 
r ewarded  wi th  their  per forman ce by  
a ffect i on  rath er  than  for  th eir  performan ce 
in  their  dut ies.  These a r e some of the 
fact or s tha t  ki ll  cr eat ive talen t s in  areas of  
Ar ts/Crafts  amon g th e female.  
 
Other  factor s th at  tend  to ki l l  crea t ivi t y 
among gir ls  ar e th e wa y th e societ y views  
th em as wives an d not  contr ibut or s t o the 
societ y.  Va l lender  (1987) says th at because  
of th e cur r ent  socia l  expecta t ions ,  women 
have th e wor st  of al l  wor lds.  I f th ey decide  
to have a  ca reer  and not  ch i ldr en ,  th ey 
have to stand  power ful  aga inst  socia l  and 
famil y pressures.  These are but  a  few 
cul tur al d i lemmas that  kil l  g ir ls '  crea t ivi ty 
in  ar eas of h idden  potent ia ls  such  as 
a r ts/cr a ft .  I t  has been  r ea l ised  that  g iven  a  
chance in  crea t ive a ct ivi t ies and  given  
st ron g suppor t ,  g i r ls  would  excel  in  such  
a r eas of pa in t ing/drawing. Th is was shown 
by th e fin din gs of th e study from the 
r espon ses of 39(32 .77%) gir ls  wh o took 
part .  Th is is  an  indica t ion  that  given  
opp or tuni ty an d st rong support  gir ls  can  do 
as wel l  a s boys.   

Th e same r ealizat ion  has a lso been  shown 
by g ir ls  who en gage their  psychomot or  
sk i l ls  such  as a th let ics and drama.  They 
h ave sh own  their  cr eat ive talent s.  But  th is 
k ind  of  en couragement  should  sta r t  at  th e 
famil y level .  I t  should  not  wa i t  up  to 
school  level .  A cr ea t ivel y ta len ted  ch i ld  in 
a r eas l ike pa in t ing/drawing could  be a  
sta tus sym bol  in th e home.  Some ch i ldr en 
l ike Nadia ,  Picasso,  Wan g'  Yan i ,  Bwire,  
Gamar ,  Omon di , Asike,  Matei ,  Odeya  an d 
On yango were household  in  th eir  famil ies 
as wel l  as th e societ y because of th eir  
cr eat ive tal en ts in  pa in t ing  and  drawin g. 
Bl oom (1982) notes  tha t  most  h uman 
bei ngs ar e born  with  en ormous potent i al 
ta len ts,  but  the growth  and devel opment  
depends on  ea r ly social isa t ion  by th e 
parents wh o a r e keen  to gi ve a  lot  of  
fr eed om t o th e ch i ld's  cur iosi t y to emerge 
and  devel op.  Cla rk (1988) fur ther  supports  
th e fin din gs of the cur r en t  study when h e 
sa ys  th at  it  i s the va lues and  the in ter est  of  
parents tha t  wi l l  determine which  t rai ts 
wi l l  be given  grea t  encouragemen t .  Th e 
momen t  paren ts have a  st rong bel ie f in  
wh at  a ch ild  does;  th is  is  able t o en courage 
h im/her . 
 
Age-related Conditions and Creativity 
Th e r ecommen ded age for  star t ing school  
in  Kenya a t  pr imary level  is six  year s.  This 
is  according  to th e Educa t ion al  Act  (GoK,  
1968).  But  there ar e some chi ldr en  wh o 
can  star t  pr imary educa t ion  a t  the age of  
4 1 / 2  year s an d st il l  do wel l .  Of course ,  in 
some par ts of Ken ya,  especi al l y th e rural 
a r eas,  ch i ldr en  star t school  even  at  th e age 
of t en .  In  th e study,  68 .07% were bet ween 
th e bracket  age of (9 -13)  year s,  wh ich  is  a 
good age wh en  their  capaci ty an d 
propen si t y to be puzz led an d cur iosi t y is  
h igh .  This is  a lso a good ag e for  gr ea ter  
h eight  of d iscover y from the environment .   
 
Th e fin din g of  th is  stud y agree with  
Wil l ings (1980)  and  Omar i ’s (1982) that 
dur in g th is  age,  parents sh ould share 
lea rn in g exper iences with  ch ildr en .  But  in 
most  cases paren ts do n ot  share these 
exper ien ces with  ch i ldren .  Victor  (1990) 
n otes tha t  most  of the quest ions asked  a r e 
ei ther  an swered or  le ft  p ending  with  th e 
words "I  wi l l  answer t hem tomorrow".  This 
was  supported  by the fin din gs of the stud y,  
wh ere onl y 20(41%)  stayed  with  th e 
ch i ldr en  alwa ys,  wh i le 27(55%) sta yed  
with  th e ch i ldr en  occasi on al ly an d 2(4%) 
n ever  stayed with  ch i ldr en .  Th erefore,  
some of the quest i on s may be an swered  
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when  th e parents spen d most  of  h is  t i me 
with  t he ch i ld.  An der son  (1959) n otes tha t 
th is is  the age tha t  a  ch i ld  want s to know 
man y t h ings in  th e environ men t .  Th e chi ld 
has the propen si ty to ask many qu est i ons 
that  n eed  immedia te an swer s.  But  at  t imes,  
a  parent  wi l l  tel l  the ch i ld  to seek  h elp  
from th e subject  teacher .   
 
Wil l ings (1980) is  of th e opin ion  tha t a 
school  has got  i t s  own  l imit  of wha t  i t  can  
offer  on  cer ta in  cr ea t ive act ivi t ie s.  Fromm 
(1957) ,  a s ci ted by An der son  (1959) ,  notes  
that  dur ing th is  t ime wh en the capaci t y to  
be surpr ised/puzzl ed  is  h igh ,  i s the t ime 
that  parents can  quickl y move  in  an d use 
th e age for  en couraging  cr eat ivi t y in  such  
a r eas l ike pa in tin g drawin g.  Omar i  (1982) 
observes th at  in  Tanzanian  soci et y,  instead  
of u sing  t his  stage by encouraging 
in dustry,  pa ren ts spend i t  on  discipl in ary 
in doctr in at ion ,  which  cr ea te fea r  an d scare 
ch i ldr en  from devel oping  th ei r  ta len ts.  In  
fact ,  pa r en ts at  t imes a r e surpr ised and 
amused,  and  somet i mes shock ed by the  
ch i ld 's  abi l i ty to ar r ive a t  th eir  own unique 
con clusion s as they grow up.  Kornes et  a l . 
(1984) bel ieve th at  parents of the 
cr ea t ivel y talen ted  ch i ldr en  in areas like 
painting/drawing encourage them through var ious 
wa ys,  such  as r eading  to t hem,  taking  them 
for  si t e seeing,  holdin g free d iscu ssi ons 
and so on  for  th e devel opmen t  of their  
cr ea t ive ta len t  in  areas of a r ts/cr a ft .  
 
Most  of th e prodig ies sta r ted  their  cr ea tive  
act ivi t ies wi th in  th is age bracket  of  2 -14 .  
Picasso is  said  to have sta r ted  pain t ing 
before walk ing.  The same observa t ion  
agrees wi th  the fin dings of th is  study 
where paren ts sh owed th a t  5(10%) of their  
ch i ldr en  were except i on al  in  
pain t ing/drawing , 14(28%) h ad very h igh  
capabi l i t y in  pain tin g an d drawing, 
20(41%) had a  h igh  abi l i ty of pa in tin g and 
drawin g,  and  10(20%) with  fa i r ly h igh  
abi l i t y in pa in tin g an d drawin g.   More 
eviden ce of age appropr ia ten ess for  ta len t 
devel opment  is  foun d in  the Sun day Nat ion  
(2001,  Jun e 24)  where i t  i s n ot ed  tha t 
Asike Oguta,  Stephen Matei  and  Paul 
Odeya a l l  aged  bet ween  5  to 8  year s from 
Buda la Pri mary school  won  var ious pr izes 
in  Kiwi  Nat ional  compet i t ion .  Other s noted 
in  the Sun day Nat i on  in clude Rober t  
Wamamba an d Edwin  Akombe aged  9 to 12  
year s also from Budala  Pr imary sch ool  
won various pr izes in  Kiwi  2 n d  Nat iona l 
compet i t ion  in  ar ts  and  cra ft .  These were  
young chi ldr en  wh o developed th is  

cr eat ive t alen t  in  pain t ing/drawing on  th eir  
own.  Omar i  (1982) n otes that  in  Soviet  
Un ion ,  they have d eveloped elabora te wa ys  
of in troducing  ch i ldr en  to th e wor ld  of  
work a t  th e age of two year s so tha t  they 
could  be famil iar  wi th  work eth ics.  Th is is 
one th i ng tha t  has not  been  taken  ser iousl y 
in  the Ken yan  societ y.  Th e modern  societ y 
in  Ken ya  st i l l  look s a t  ch i ldr en  as people 
wh o cannot  con tr ibute an yth ing .  Th e 
societ y need s to encourage t hese ta len ts of  
pain t in g/drawin g.  In troduct i on  to work in 
cr eat ive act ivi t ie s l ike a r ts/cr a ft  can  star t 
from th e family wh ereby ch i ldr en  can  be 
in t roduced t o var ious a ct ivi t ies of th eir  
in terests  l ike pain t ing/drawin g, 
wood carvi ng as wel l  a s st on e ca rvin g. 
Oth er  work  act ivi t ies would be household  
and  h ome chores  th at  can  tr ain  th em to 
devel op  their  cr ea t ivi ty.   
 
Th e ident i ficat ion  of ta len ts an d 
subsequ en t  devel opment  do n ot  n eed  t o 
wai t  un t il  a  ch i ld goes to school .  Pa in ter  
(1984) poin ts out  th at  th e paren ts have 
in tui t ive knowledge tha t  can  do th is  ver y 
wel l .  We h ave en trusted  th is  r esponsibi l i t y 
to the teach ers,  yet  Pa in ter  (1984) in sist s  
that  paren ts ar e the r ight  peopl e t o do i t  by 
vir tue of being  cl ose t o the ch i ldr en .  Clark 
(1988) notes that  teacher s ar e n ot  
specia l ised  in  ident i fying  cr ea t ive 
ch i ldr en.  I f the soci et y used  ag es  of 3-14  
year s to capture cr ea t ivi t y of ch i l dr en in 
d iscover y of n ew ideas,  we would be 
h aving  a lot  of ta len ts.  This study foun d 
out  t ha t there ex ist  potent ia l  tal en ts in 
ch i ldr en  as shown by teacher s’  r espon se 
that  5% were except iona l ly cr ea t ive whi le 
35% were very cr ea t ive an d about  60% 
creat ive.  The stud y foun d out  th at  20(41%) 
parents spend week en ds with  th eir  
ch i ldr en.  This i s a ver y h igh  percentage 
and sh ows the concern  some parents have 
for  th eir  ch i ldren .  This is  also supp or ted 
by Jan ch an dra  (1988) who n otes th at 
parents should  spend bet ween 50 -80% of 
th eir  in  th e evening  with  th e ch i ldr en. 
However,  the concern  of th e findings of  
th is  study is  wi th  the oth er  43% wh o spen d 
less or  n o t ime a t  al l  in  the even ing  with 
th eir  ch i ldr en.  
 
I t  i s ,  in deed,  ver y difficul t  to fol low up 
th ese stages closel y and  be with  ch i ldr en 
a l l  th e time.  But  th is  r equir es sacr i fice an d 
commitment  on  the par t  of pa ren ts. While 
parents assume that  teach er s ar e best  
p laced to ident i fy and  devel op these  
cr eat ive talen ts,  Tor rance (1962) n ot es th at 
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crea t ive ch i ldr en  fa r e on  wel l  wi th  crea t ive  
teacher s.  Handl ing  th ese ch i ldr en  should  
be done by teacher s wh o h ad  been  t r ain ed  
in  pr imary methods a t  degree  level .  
Th ough the repor t  of th is  Commi ssion  has 
not  been  tabl ed  in  parl iament  for  
d iscussion  an d adapted as a  lega l  
document ,  i t s  observa t ion  is  in  l ine with  
wha t  th is  study t r ies to emph asize.  
 
The Family’s Socio-Economic Status and a 
Child’s Creativity 
From th e findings of th is stud y,  pa rents, 
teacher s and  pupi ls  in dicated  tha t  soci o-
economic status has ver y l i t t le influen ce  
on  th e cr ea t ivi t y of a  ch i ld  in  ar eas of  
pain t ing/drawing.  This is  in  agreemen t 
wi th  Dave  (1963) and  Wol f’s  (1964) ,  as  
ci ted  by Bloom (1981) ,  observa t i on  tha t  i t 
i s  not  "wha t  we a r e"  in  the h ome tha t 
st imula tes learn ing  but  "What  we d o" i n  
th e home that  st imula tes cr ea t ivi t y of  the 
ch i ld  in  th e h ome.  Therefore,  when a t 
home,  parents should  not  st ick to offi cia l  
s tat us but  ough t  to become parents who have to 
respond to a l l  sor ts  of  cr eat ive act i vi t ies of  
th eir  ch i ldr en. 
 
From th e findings,  when  th e r espon dents 
were asked t o r ank  the fa ctor s tha t 
st imula te cr eat ivi t y,  socio- economic sta tus 
was p laced  sixth  posi t i on  by ch i ldren  and 
parents.  In  addi t ion,  teacher s placed  soci o-
economic sta tus as 7 t h .  These fin din gs 
show a  clear  indicat ion  tha t  the famil y’s  
soci o-econ omic sta tus has minimal 
in fl uence in  helping a ch i ld  devel op h is 
ta len ts in  ar eas l ike pa in t ing/drawing. 
Mutero (2000)  and  Omar i  (1982) both  n ote 
that  there is  n oth ing  that  makes ch i ldr en  
more proud than  to see paren ts get t ing 
in volved in  th eir  cr ea t ive act ivi t ies.  Th ey 
a lso feel  h appy when parents g ive posi t ive  
commen ts about  their  crea tive act i vi t ies to  
encourage them.  The findings of th is  study 
a r e in  agreement  wi th  wh at  Janchadra 
(1988) suggest s,  tha t  t ime must be spared  
for  these cr ea t ive act ivi t ie s.  Th e fin din gs 
of th is study a re supported  by Sh al lcross  
(1981) wh o opin es t hat  necessi t y is  the 
moth er  of  inven t ion .  Th is mean s that  a t 
t imes cr ea t ivi t y is  n ecessi ta ted by cer tain  
ci r cumstan ces and  not  th e famil y’s soci o-
economic sta tus that  on e fin ds h imself in . 
This is a lso in  agreement  wh en  49% of the 
parents r espon ded th at  crea tivi t y does not  
a ffect  th eir  ch i ldr en ' s per forman ce in  
school .  
 
 

CONCLUSION 
I t  has emerged th at  soci o-econ omic sta tus 
h as n o st rong influen ce on  th e cr eat ivi t y of  
th e chi ld .  However ,  cu l tur a l factor s,  lack 
of role mod el s in  the societ y in  ar eas of  
cr eat ive talen ts inhibi t  cr ea t ivi ty amon g 
chi ldr en especi al l y gi r ls  in  ar eas of  
a r ts/cr a ft .  This was shown by the smal l  
percentage of g i r ls  wh o part i cipated  in  th e 
study.  Th ere ar e n o role models for  
pain t in g/drawin g th at  can  st imulate 
ch i ldr en  to devel op th eir  cr ea t ivi t y.  
Ch ildren  r ely on  th eir  own  cur iosi t y an d 
r eading  in  our  modern societ y t o devel op  
th eir  in ter est  in  pa in tin g/drawing.  I t  h as 
a lso been  shown that  bi r th  order  h as 
n oth ing  to do with  th e developm en t  of  
cr eat ivi t y of tal en ts among ch i ldr en .  Th e 
study has sh own  tha t  middl e born  ch ildr en 
a r e more cr ea t ive th an the fi r st  and  th e 
last -born ch i ldren . Last ly,  i t  h as been  
r evea led  tha t  parents ar e eager  that 
cr eat ivi t y sh ould be encouraged in  schools  
in stead of sa ying  that  th ey should  pla y an 
act ive rol e i n  ident i fyin g these ta lents.  In 
a  way,  parents a r e accept in g th at  they 
would  l ike to p lay a  bigger  rol e in 
devel oping  pot en t ial  ta len ts in  th eir  
ch i ldr en but  lack  some guidance on  how to 
do i t .  
 
Th e findings in  th e study indicate tha t 
th ere a re talen ts to be d evel oped ,  but  i t  i s  
on l y lack  of di r ect i on  to fol l ow tha t  i s  
r ather  lacking .  Th erefore,  g i r l s sh ould a lso 
be encouraged t o be cr eat ive.  A chi ld is  a 
ch i ld ,  an d it  does not  mat ter  wh ich  sex 
h e/sh e is .  Parents should  look  at  gi r ls  as 
ch i ldr en  wh ose tal en ts can  be  expl oi ted  
fu l l y.  In  addi t ion ,  parent ing  sh ould be 
r ecognized  an d appreciated  l ike any oth er  
professi on .  The government  should  h ave a 
fund for  en couraging  th ose lad ies wh o a r e 
professi ona ls an d opt  out  of ci vi l  service 
to g o and  take ch i ld r ear ing  as ful l  t ime 
job.  A paren t ing pol icy can  be in st i tuted 
for  th is.  Furthermore,  th ose id ent i fied in 
such  cr ea t ive act i vi t ies sh ould be 
encouraged t o pur sue  su ch  a r eas up  to 
degree level  wi th out  being  burden ed with 
vigorous examina t ion s,  which  tend to 
bl ock  th eir  upward  mobi l i t y an d 
d iscourage them from devel opin g th eir  
ta len ts.  In  th is  case Tea ch er  Train in g 
Col leges should t r ain  specia l ised  teach ers 
for  cr eat ivel y ta len ted ch i ldr en  r ather  than 
using  merely genera l knowledge.  Malawi  
h as set  up  a  school  of talen ted  ch i l dr en. 
This can  a lso be done in  Kenya.  Last l y,  
th is  paper  r ecommen ds tha t th e government 
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should  have st ron g p ol i cy on  parent ing 
whereby a  cur r icu lum sh ould be set  for  
teaching  paren t ing as a subject  on  i ts  own .  
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